
Application and Reasoning

Step 3: Recognising Past Perfect Form

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 5: (5G4.1b) Using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and 
cause

Differentiation: 

Questions 1, 4 and 7 (Reasoning)

Developing Explain whether the past perfect form has been identified correctly. Regular 

verbs within single-clause sentences. 

Expected Explain whether the past perfect form has been identified correctly. Regular and 

irregular verbs within multi-clause sentences. 

Greater Depth Explain whether the past perfect form has been identified correctly. Regular 

and irregular verbs within multi-clause sentences. Some sentences may contain multiple 

verbs in the past perfect form.

Questions 2, 5 and 8 (Application)

Developing Create a sentence in the past perfect form using a given regular verb. 

Expected Create a sentence in the past perfect form using a given verb. The sentence 

must contain at least two clauses. 

Greater Depth Create a sentence in the past perfect form using two given verbs. The 

sentence must contain at least two clauses. 

Questions 3, 6 and 9 (Reasoning)

Developing Explain whether the correct verb form has been used. Regular verbs within 

single-clause sentences. 

Expected Explain whether the correct verb form has been used. Regular and irregular 

verbs within multi-clause sentences. 

Greater Depth Explain whether the correct verb form has been used. Regular and irregular 

verbs within multi-clause sentences. Some sentences may contain multiple verbs in the 

past perfect form.

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

scheme of work.
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1a. Pippa thinks she has underlined the 

past perfect form in the sentence below.

She had cooked my dinner.

Is she correct? Explain how you know.

1b. Lily thinks she has underlined the past 

perfect form in the sentence below.

I had jumped over the puddle.

Is she correct? Explain how you know.

2a. Create a sentence in the past perfect 

form using the verb below.

2b. Create a sentence in the past perfect 

form using the verb below.

3a. Junaid has written a sentence below.

I had looked everywhere for my 
wallet.

Has he used a verb in the past perfect 

form? Explain how you know.

3b. Isaac has written a sentence below.

I have worked really hard on my 
homework.

Has he used a verb in the past perfect 

form? Explain how you know.
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4a. Lauren thinks she has underlined the 

past perfect form in the sentence below.

Before she noticed what was 
happening, the thief had escaped 
with the cash.

Is she correct? Explain how you know.

4b. Hafsa thinks she has underlined the 

past perfect form in the sentence below.

She had left by the time I arrived at 
the station to meet her.

Is she correct? Explain how you know.

5a. Create a sentence in the past perfect 

form using the verb below.

Your sentence should include at least two 

clauses.

5b. Create a sentence in the past perfect 

form using the verb below.

Your sentence should include at least two 

clauses.

6a. Khalid has written a sentence below.

Prior to my arrival, the train was 
already on the platform.

Has he used a verb in the past perfect 

form? Explain how you know. 

6b. Jake has written a sentence below.

Despite the fact that she had 
jumped with fright, she managed to 
calm herself down.

Has he used a verb in the past perfect 

form? Explain how you know. 
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7a. Iqra thinks she has underlined the past 

perfect form in the sentence below.

The class had finished but they had 
decided to stay and get their 
homework started. 

Is she correct? Explain how you know.

7b. Lucy thinks she has underlined the 

past perfect form in the sentence below.

They had gone when I reached the 
party but we still had a good time 
playing with the prizes that we won.

Is she correct? Explain how you know.

8a. Create a sentence in the past perfect 

form using the verbs below.

Your sentence should include at least two 

clauses.

8b. Create a sentence in the past perfect 

form using the verbs below.

Your sentence should include at least two 

clauses.

9a. Yusuf has written a sentence below.

Even though I had written to her 
some time ago, I was surprised to 
have received a reply so soon.

Has he used a verb in the past perfect 

form? Explain how you know. 

9b. James has written a sentence below.

He has lent me his jacket because I 
am always cold when I am 
standing to watch my brother play 
football. 

Has he used a verb in the past perfect 

form? Explain how you know. 
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Developing

1a. No, ‘had cooked’ should have been 

underlined because this is the auxiliary 

verb and past participle.

2a. Various answers, for example: I had 

baked all day.

3a. Yes, the verb ‘looked’ is the past 

participle and is preceded by the auxiliary 

verb ‘had’.

Expected

4a. No, ‘had escaped’ should have been 

underlined because this is the auxiliary 

verb and past participle.

5a. Various answers, for example: Before I 

knew what was happening, I had fallen in 

the hole.

6a. No, the past participle of the verb 

preceded by ‘had’ has not been used. 

Greater Depth

7a. No, ‘had finished’ or ‘had decided’ 

should have been underlined because 

this is the auxiliary verb and past 

participle.

8a. Various answers, for example: She had 

run all the way back because she had 

worried about being late for the party. 

9a. Yes because the verb ‘written’ is the 

past participle and is preceded by the 

auxiliary verb ‘had’.

Developing

1b. No, ‘had jumped’ should have been 

underlined because this is the auxiliary 

verb and past participle.

2b. Various answers, for example: I had 

walked all the way to school.

3b. No, the past participle is not preceded 

by ‘had’.

Expected

4b. No, ‘had left’ should have been 

underlined because this is the auxiliary 

verb and past participle.

5b. Various answers, for example: Due to 

the party being tomorrow, I had cooked 

all day.

6b. Yes because the verb ‘jumped’ is the 

past participle and is preceded by the 

auxiliary verb ‘had’.

Greater Depth

7b. No ‘had gone’ should have been 

underlined because this is the auxiliary 

verb and past participle.

8b. Various answers, for example: They 

had heard a dog barking in the distance 

and had feared it was coming towards 

them.

9b. No, the past participle of the verb 

preceded by ‘had’ has not been used. 
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